Agenda

National Symposium on America's Energy Future   
United States Capitol, Washington, D.C. - December 7, 2006
8:00       Registration and Continental Breakfast

 8:30
Introduction and Welcome

John E. Cox, Jr., President

The Communications Institute

David Rapp, Editor and Senior Vice President

Congressional Quarterly

 8:45      Our Energy Future:

Summing Up the Options

Science and engineering have been and will continue to be the building blocks for the nation’s energy future and are critical to the development of new, more environmentally friendly technology.  It is important that policy makers and leaders from all sectors understand the current state of technology and the viability of new sources of energy.

Nathan S. Lewis, Ph.D.,
George L. Argyros Professor and 

Professor of Chemistry, Caltech

 9:30      Energy Choices and Policies:

              Putting the Issues in Perspective

An overview of the energy choices and public policies that confront the United States in meeting the nation’s energy needs.

Henry Lee, Director, Environment and Natural Resources Program, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University

10:15
Break

10:30
Energy Sources for the Future

This session will review the major sources of energy now available in the United States, their future direction, advantages, and limitations, as well as the prospects for new sources to replace fossil fuel energy. The panel includes experts in petroleum, nuclear, solar and new materials, synthetic fuels, hydrogen, and coal.

Moderator:  Frank Sesno, Special Correspondent and former Washington Bureau Chief, CNN; Professor of Media and Public Affairs, George Washington University
Panelists:

Doug Arent, Director of Strategic Analysis

National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)

William G. Halsey, Associate Program Leader, Lawrence Livermore Laboratories
James M. Kendell, Director of the Natural Gas Division, U.S. Energy Information Administration
Nathan S. Lewis, Ph.D., George L. Argyros Professor and Professor of Chemistry, Caltech
Robert W. Watson, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Petroleum and Natural Gas Engineering

Penn State

11:30
Efficiency in Energy:

Cost and Environmental Balance
Improving energy efficiency and developing new technologies will impact the global economy, 
environment, and cost of energy over the next 20
years as global demand is expected to increase by 
40%. Improving energy efficiency has been a key element in the debate to create a cleaner environment, however, what are the economic and technological limitations to achieving these goals? 

Moderator:  Frank Sesno, CNN, GWU
Panelists: 

David Austin, Ph.D., Economist, Congressional Budget Office

Robbie Diamond, President, SAFE

Securing America’s Future Energy
Beth Lowery, Vice President, Environment and Energy, General Motors

John G. Rice, Vice Chairman, GE;

President and CEO, GE Infrastructure 

Paul D. Ronney, Ph.D., Professor of Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering, USC Viterbi School of Engineering; Former NASA Astronaut 

12:30      Lunch
  1:15 
National Security, Terrorism, and

Energy

International security issues and terrorism have a critical impact on the world’s energy supplies. This session will review the impact of these factors on our nation’s energy supply in the near and long term. 

Moderator:  Frank Sesno, CNN, GWU
Panelists:  

Les E. Shephard, Vice President for Energy, Security and Defense Technologies, Sandia National Laboratories

Mike Toman, Director, Environment, Energy and Economic Development, RAND Corporation

Michael Wermuth, Director of Homeland Security, RAND Corporation

R. James Woolsey, Former Director

Central Intelligence Agency; Vice President, Booz Allen Hamilton 

  2:15 
Energy Policy for the Future
Policy makers at every level of government are facing issues ranging from energy costs and availability to production. This session will feature top experts discussing the future direction of energy policy on a national and state level. 

Moderator:  David Rapp, Editor and 

Senior Vice President, Congressional Quarterly
Panelists:
Mark Helmke, Senior Professional Staff Member, U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Henry Lee, Director, Environment and Natural Resources Program, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University
Susan Ruth, Senior Director, Global Oil Group, Cambridge Energy Research Associates

Jeff Tollefson, Energy Reporter

Congressional Quarterly
  3:15
Adjournment 
John E. Cox, Jr., President

The Communications Institute

