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We analyze the formation and evolution of point and line defect microstructure in irradiated materi-
als. The effects of irradiation on materials are described by dynamical conservation equations for two
mobile atomic size species (vacancies and interstitial atoms), and two basic immobile elements of the mi-
crostructure (vacancy and interstitial clusters). It is shown that, under specific irradiation and material
conditions, uniform vacancy and interstitial cluster populations become unstable, forming large-scale
spatially organized distributions. The structure and symmetry of these organized distributions are
shown to evolve with time. The selection and stability of the resulting microstructure are studied in the
quasistatic approximation and in the weakly nonlinear regime around the bifurcation point. It is shown
that point defect recombination does not affect the long time evolution of the microstructure, and that
the final pattern should correspond to planar wall structures, in agreement with experimental observa-
tions. Time-dependent evolution of self-organized microstructure is demonstrated for various irradia-
tion and temperature conditions, placing special emphasis on the role of dislocation bias and direct cas-
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cade clustering on the self-organization of extended defects.

I. INTRODUCTION

Many irradiated materials present several types of mi-
crostructure which correspond to the spatial organization
of defect populations. Well-known examples are void! ™3
and bubble lattices,* ¢ precipitate ordering,” defect
walls, and vacancy loop ordering.®~* In particular, the
spatial ordering of vacancy dislocation loops occurs fre-
quently in metals and alloys irradiated at moderate doses
and high temperatures.!! The uniform distribution of
loops created by the collapse of cascades becomes unsta-
ble beyond some threshold, which is determined by vari-
ous material and irradiation parameters (e.g., the irradia-
tion dose, damage rate, bias in the migration of point de-
fects to loops and network dislocations, and tempera-
ture). In a preceeding study,'> we analyzed this
phenomenon in the framework of a dynamical model
which considers the two major elements of irradiated mi-
crostructures, namely, vacancy and interstitial clusters.
In this regard, we model the effects of irradiation on ma-
terials in the form of dynamical equations for two mobile
atomic size species (vacancies and interstitial atoms), and
two basic immobile elements of the microstructure (va-
cancy and interstitial clusters). These equations are based
on the fundamental elements of defect dynamics, namely,
point defect creation, recombination, and migration to
the microstructure. In the sink-dominated regime, we
computed the instability threshold for vacancy cluster or-
dering in a quasistatic approximation since one has to
take into account the continuous evolution of the struc-
ture. We also performed a weakly nonlinear analysis
showing that, as irradiation proceeds, one should expect
a transition from a uniform distribution of loops to bec
and finally to planar wall structures.

Recent molecular dynamics computer simulations of
collision cascades have shown that interstitial clusters
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can be directly produced in the neighborhood of cas-
cades. 1> Implications of this direct production process to
swelling and other macroscopic phenomena are discussed
by Singh and co-workers.!*!> The aim of the present
work is to expand on earlier analysis, with the following
new aspects: (1) incorporation of direct interstitial loop
production in the dynamical model, (2) explicit account
of point defect recombination in stability analysis, and (3)
presentation of a general framework for nonlinear stabili-
ty of slowly evolving microstructure.

It is experimentally established that the formation of
organized microstructure under irradiation requires the
production of defects in cascades. Thus, experimental
observations of organized microstructure have only been
made on either neutron or ion irradiation. To date, no
observation of ordered microstructure were reported for
materials irradiated with electrons. An example of void
lattice formation under neutron irradiation is shown in
Fig. 1, where the alloy titanium-zirconium-molybdenum
(TZM) is irradiated at 450°C with fast neutrons. The
neutron fluence is 3.5X 1026 n/m?, and the magnification
shown is 200000. The emerging void lattice is isomorph-
ic with the bec lattice structure of TZM.

Jaeger, Ehrhart, and Schilling conducted 3 MeV pro-
ton irradiation of Ni and Cu, up to 2 dpa. They observed
a large concentration of stacking fault tetrahedrons
(SFT’s) of average diameters less than 5.5 nm. At the
lowest dose levels ( =~0.01 dpa), the distribution of SFT’s
is quite homogeneous. At doses of ~0.1 dpa, fluctua-
tions of point defect clusters were observed, and regions
of locally dense clusters along {001} matrix directions
start to appear. As the dose is increased to =~0.65 dpa,
the periodicity of defect clusters becomes more pro-
nounced, although strong local variations were still ob-
servable. Figure 2 shows the formation of well-developed
periodic walls of defect clusters in Cu at a dose of 2 dpa.
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The specimens were imaged in a {110} projection [Fig.
2(a)], and in a {100} projection [Fig. 2(b)]. The observed
wavelength of these wall arrangements is about 60 nm.
The walls are reported to contain a high density of dislo-
cation loops and SFT’s.

These experimental observations indicate that the im-
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FIG. 1. Void lattice in the alloy TZM, irra-
diated at 450°C. The fast neutron flux
(E>0.1 MeV) is 3.5X10% n/m?, and the
magnification is 200 000 (courtesy of J. Evans).

mediate condensation of vacancies during the collisional
phase of cascades, in the form of small vacancy clusters
(e.g., loops of SFT’s), is a prerequisite for the emergence
of an organized microstructure. In the model presented
here, the microstructure is divided into two components,
an interstitial dislocation loop component and a vacancy

FIG. 2. Formation of planar periodic defect
walls in proton-irradiated copper at a dose of 2
dpa. Imaging is in the {110} projection in (a)
and in the {100} projection in (b) (courtesy of
W. Jaeger). )



cluster component. Vacancy clusters are assumed to
form directly from cascades at an initial radius 2, and
may shrink forming a small loop or SFT. The model can
be extended to treat the case of growing vacancy clusters
to form a void lattice, but this will not be attempted here.

In Sec. II of this paper, we accordingly reformulate the
kinetic equations describing defect dynamics under irra-
diation. In Sec. III we derive the evolution equations for
the loops. In Sec. IV we perform the linear stability
analysis of uniform loop distributions and derive the con-
ditions for instability. We then proceed to the weakly
nonlinear analysis around the instability threshold in Sec.
V and present the conclusions in Sec. VI. Mathematical
details are discussed in the appendixes.

II. THE RATE THEORY MODEL
OF MICROSTRUCTURE EVOLUTION

In order to explicitly account for the effect of direct in-
terstitial loop production on the evolution of defect popu-
lations, we propose a rate theory dynamical model.
Radiation-produced defects are represented by two equa-
tions for point defects, which are considered as mobile
species, and a set of equations describing the evolution of
loops, which are considered as immobile species. Since
point defects are the only mobile components of the mi-
crostructure, their rate equations would include spatial
operators. Immobile microstructures are represented by
interstitial and vacancy clusters as shown below:

3,¢;=K (1—¢;)—ac;c, +D,;V;
—Dici(Ziypy+Ziypy +Zypy) s
d,c,=K(1—¢,)—ac;c,+D,V,
—D,[Z,y(c,—T,x)pN
+Z,ylc,—Cplpy
+Z, (e, ~Tylps] 5
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where ¢, corresponds to the vacancy concentration and c;
to that of interstitials. py is the network dislocation den-
sity, py the vacancy loop, and p; the interstitial loop den-
sity. K is the displacement damage rate, €;K the intersti-
tial loops production rate, and €, the cascade collapse
efficiency; a is the recombination coefficient, b the
Burgers vector, 7y the mean vacancy loop radius, and
Z - - - are the bias factors which will be approximated by
Zy=1+B, Zy=Z,, =1+B', and Z,;=Z,y=Z,,=1.
B is the excess network bias and B’ is the excess loop bias
(B'>B). ©T,y, C,y, and C,; are the concentrations of
thermally emitted vacancies from network dislocations,
vacancy, and interstitial loops, respectively.
We shall now use the following scaling relations:

A,=D,Z,ypy» D=D/A,, a/A,=v, P=yK/A,,

« . Pvi _ - - =
Pvr— P ’ xi,v_'yci,u’ Xyy =Xyr =XpL 5
(2)
p=—z"”D" —a+B2, =brlpyy, T=A,t
ZvN-Dv Dv, v vENT> v
bapy
T =T .
27ND,

Equation (1) can now be written in dimensionless form,
9.x;=P(1—e;)~x;x,+D;Vx;—ux,(1+p%+p¥),
9.x,=P(1—¢,)—x;x,+D,Vx,

—(x, = XN )= (%, =X, o} — (%, — X, )T »

(3)
Tla,rp; =€[P +‘LL( 1 +AB)JC, _(xv —f,,L ) Py

78,05 =€,P —pLu(1+AB)x, —(x,~ %, )] .

As in Ref. 12, Egs. (3) are derived from Eq. (1), on us-
ing the approximations B'~B in point defect equations,
and (1+B')/(14+B)~1+B'—B—BB'~1+AB in the
interstitial loop equation, where AB is the difference be-
tween the loop and network bias. Since the point defect
densities evolve much more rapidly than the loops, they
may, as usual, be adiabatically eliminated from the dy-
namics and their evolution related to that of the loop
densities via the following relations:

27N _
d,pr= W ][eiK+DiziIci—szvI(cu —c,)],
1 -
a'py=—fb|r° {6, K —py[D;Z;yc;—D,Z,(c,—C,p)]} ,
v
!
- eP+A
pR— )= Fyp )=
0
1 — eP+A _ €P +A
xioz—E{Ao"‘ oL 4, — | |4o+X,— 4,

where A=X,; —X,y, €=¢€,—¢€;, and 4,=1+p%+pJ.
The resulting reduced loop dynamics are then given by

EP+A
Tla,p?=e,-P +,uABx,-°+——— ,
L+py+pf .
ZP+A '
740,0%=¢,P— ABx,-O-i--e—- 9 .
vOPy 12 H-p?/“i'p? Py

2 p(l—e¢,) |12
+4 ,
7

{

Since A, is continuously increasing in time, one may
expect that, after a short transient, x,-0 tends to
P(1—e€;)/uAg, even for annealed materials at low tem-
peratures. In other words, the recombination of point de-
fects should not affect the long time evolution of the sys-
tem.

Numerical solutions of Egs. (4) and (5) for the parame-
ters of annealed nickel, taken from Ref. 12, are shown in
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FIG. 3. Evolution of the uniform sink densities of vacancy
and interstitial clusters under reactor irradiation conditions
(K =10"%dpa/s, T =500°C) for well-annealed nickel (py =10
m™2), Defect parameters are taken from Ref. 12.

Fig. 3 for typical conditions of reactor irradiation at
K =107% dpa/s and T=500°C. On the other hand,
dislocation loop densities at higher temperatures (700 °C)
and higher displacement damage rate (1073 dpa/s) typi-
cal of ion irradiation, are shown in Fig. 4.

III. DISLOCATION LOOP DYNAMICS

To study the evolution of nonuniform defect distribu-
tions and the eventual occurrence of microstructure for-
mation, we also need to derive the evolution equations of
the inhomogeneous perturbations of the uniform state.
These perturbations are defined as
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FIG. 4. Evolution of the uniform sink densities of vacancy
and interstitial clusters under typical accelerator conditions
(K =1073 dpa/s, T =700°C) for well-annealed nickel (py=10"
m™2). Defect parameters are taken from Ref. 12.

8x;=x,—x0, &x,=x,—(x0—%,.), ©
_ PPy _pi—p}
=73 o %pr=—7% .
Py pr

Let us introduce these variables in the system (3), and
consider first the corresponding evolution equations for
the Fourier components (of wave vectors q) of point de-
fect perturbations. Since point defect concentrations
evolve much more rapidly than loop concentrations, they
may be adiabatically eliminated. On separating the linear
and nonlinear parts of their evolution, one easily sees that
point defect perturbations obey the following equations:

dpy

1
&x; ,=— A_q [aq(P?’SPVq +p18p1y )+ f dhe(Bybx; g +7¢8%, )

X (p%8pyr +p0pn )+ fdk BAy8x; o1 0x,

va’q =—

1
Aq

¢))

€g(pYBpyy +p8pr )+ [ dk(pgBx, gy +vyBx,q )

X(pY8pyi +pP8pn )+ [k p A x4 48%, |

where

Ay =pAy, Ay +x2 Ay, +puxla,,

€P +A

%, =px 4 7] +xP 4,

Bq =“( AVq +x[0)7 'Yq = _xto ’ (8)
= €P +A
€, =uAn(x)—%, )—xl?-—A0 ,

F‘q:_x:?’ Vq=:u'AIq+xz?: Ao=1+p%+P?,

A#;=A0+qzb-u: Alq=
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In the preceding section, we showed that point defect
recombination does not affect the long time behavior of
the system. Hence, the various coefficients which appear
into Eq. (7) may be approximated by their values in the
sink dominated regime, which are obtained by taking the
dominant contributions in 4o, 4y, and 4. This leads
to

6 ___P(I_E,)( 08 + 08 )
Xi,q p Aoy, PyOPys TPIOPI,

1
— J ke~ =8, (6 8pyy 1 +pBpr, i) »
Iy

 Pll—¢,)=A ®

’ 0
8x Aoy, P8Py, +p28p1,)

vg

1
- fdk;iy_sxv,k(p(l)’aqu —k +P96pIq —x) -
q

Point defect perturbations may thus be obtained from
Eq. (9) by an iterative procedure and expressed as an ex-
pansion in powers of the loop density perturbations, re-
sulting in the following vector form for the perturbations:

5x,=3,21 [dk - [k, By .

XT,8p 1" 8p _ > (10)
where
5 (=" (—=1)"
= »0;0,
@ eerky g AIq"' A”‘n—l AVq"' Aan_l

and 8x,=(8x; ;,8x, ;). Details of the derivation for Eq.
(10) are given in Appendix A.

On the other hand, the evolution of loop density per-
turbations is given by

€,P
Ty0,0py,=— —I;B—Spyq —[p(14+AB)dx;, —6x,, ]
4

— [ dk8py,  [p(1+AB)SX, —8x, ], (1D)

Sp Iq

0
I

with € =¢;+[€+A/P+(1—¢;)AB]/ 4,.
Equations (11) can also be put in the following vectori-
al form:

713,8p1, = —&P +[;L(1+AB)8x,~q—8xvq];IF \ -
I

(12)

Details of derivations are left to Appendix B. Equation
(12) describes the evolution dynamics in two parts. The
first term on the right-hand side represents the linear evo-
lution matrix, while the second term describes the > 1on-
linear regime. It is to be noted here that the vector A is a
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linear combination of loop density perturbations. Other
terms are explained in Appendix B.

IV. THE LINEAR STABILITY ANALYSIS

The stability of the uniform dislocation densities may
be analyzed through the linear part of the evolution equa-
tion (12) for their inhomogeneous perturbations. Howev-
er, the elements of the corresponding evolution matrix
are time dependent, and this situation prevents us from
performing the usual stability analysis. Nevertheless,
some insight into the behavior of the system may be ob-
tained within the quasistatic approximation, i.e., when
the stability of the uniform densities is evaluated by con-
sidering them as frozen or stationary at each moment.
One thus expects an instability when at least one eigen-
value of the evolution matrix acquires a positive real part.
Of course, this approximation does not describe correctly
the growth rate of the perturbations, but in similar prob-
lems, it seems to predict the instability threshold quite ac-
curately.'® Since one eigenvalue of the linear evolution
matrix becomes positive when

€,P

r,z
_6uP(I) /&

. -~ (13)

(0% )?
the instability threshold is obtained when the maximum
of T, reaches €,P/[(p})*—e,p}/€;]. This maximum is
given by the condition

Ao+g?Dy  [(1—e,—A/P)1+B) | _
Ay+q2Dy /(1+B) (1—&,)(1+AB)
(14)
which defines the critical wave number as
A(Q—1)1+B) Ay(B—¢€) o
2= 202 =2 vi+B), U5

D,(1+B—Q) Dy(B+¢)

with €'=¢,~& +AB+(A+AB)/P. This leads to the
following instability threshold for the bifurcation param-
eter p /Ay

[ eB |7 - (16)
Ay |, 1—€ B+¢e ’

which is an obvious generalization of the result obtained
in Ref. (12) in the absence of interstitial loop production
rate €;.

When €, /€' <1, i.e., when € <AB + A /P, one obtains,
by straightforward dimensional analysis, a similar rela-
tionship between vacancy and interstitial loop densities
than the one obtained in Ref. 12, namely,

ev
€ —€,

pY = (14+pY)

and the quasi-steady-state uniform dislocation densities
for clustered defects follow a V' time dependence, after
transients related to either interstitial loop nucleation,
since their time dependence is given by
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where 7=2P (€' —¢€,)7;.
Hence the bifurcation parameter tends, in the asymp-
totic time limit, to €, /€', and instability occurs if
172
1
B+¢€

17

ell ev 7
—>2
€ [1—?1.

In the other case, i.e., when & >AB+A/P, and since
T; >>Ty, the uniform dislocation densities follow a linear
time growth [p}—(&P/7;) and p%—{[(g,—AB)P
—Al/ry}t] and the bifurcation parameter tends to 1.
When the system is dominated by vacancy loops, the in-
stability occurs if

79,5, =0,5,+2, (1" [dk, - - fdk,,ﬁ,,ﬁq_kl(Hf';lSﬁki_k‘H)Sﬁkn ,
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V. THE WEAKLY NONLINEAR REGIME

Close to the instability threshold, space-time separa-
tion .occurs between stable and unstable modes, the
characteristic scales of the latter being by far the largest.
The stable modes may thus be adiabatically eliminated,
and the dynamics reduced to the weakly nonlinear unsta-
ble modes dynamics, which governs the long time evolu-
tion of the system and captures the asymptotic properties
of the complete kinetic model in the vicinity of its bifur-
cation point. In order to perform this adiabatic elimina-
tion, one has first to diagonalize the loop dynamics and to
separate stable and unstable modes. This leads to the fol-
lowing evolution equations for the stable 2, and unstable

o, modes:

(19)

where, at the leading order in (p?,)_‘, and close to the bifurcation point, one has

(20

F(n—l)ﬂi

Gi(p?/)z Ty
fg(P(I))z TI
epy ) v

Hence, at the bifurcation point, the modes o, become
unstable while the modes 2, remain stable. Further-
more, the time-scale separation between these two classes
of modes allows the adiabatic elimination of the stable
modes 2,. This may be done as usual’>'¢!” on solving
the evolution equation for X, after neglecting its time
derivative and expressing it as a series expansion in
powers of the o, at ¢g.. In Appendix C, the inverse
Fourier transform of Eq. (19) is derived to give the fol-
lowing evolution equation for o:

_bc

b

o (r, )= — &V +g27 |o(r, 1)

[

+vo(r,t)?~uo(r,t), (22)

I LN 8oy | |1 b (8w,
q Eq 8P[q c 1 8p1q ’
- [0,(q) 0
&= 0 ]|’
F(")p%aﬁ—!'r("_” F(n)P(},yﬁ_
Ny = Py €
__I-\(n)_a_as_r(n-—l) ”0 —F(”)p(}'}/s—r("_”’——
pr €py
80, =pYor +p72k
with
_&piP & Ty
&%) v’ &py 1
0
€01 e-uP
wy,(g)=|T [p?,— A=,
’ ’ ey | Py
wg(qy=—SE gl Pl _SPL Ty
2 Pt oY &py? 1’
o 1)
T €
B=1—b Vozl_ 'vlc))lz -
TIPI €:(py)
0 edd
'y=1-bp—g=1~ UPOI.L
PI €py Tv
0% €,0)
N Y.
Ty €Py

where
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Hence, the conclusions of our previous analysis are not
qualitatively modified, but only quantitatively. We
remain with the general results of bifurcation theory
leading to the fact that the following structures may be
selected:!®

(1) bee lattices or filamental structures of cubic symine-
try, associated with a subcritical bifurcation and 'de-
scribed by the following amplitude equation:

b
—3ud(| 4;12+23 ., 4;1%) (24)

4

109, A;= —4(q;-V)?

Ai+v2j,k ZJ Zk

4

with ij,k=1,...,6, q;+q;+q;=0, |q;|=g,, and
o=3,(4;e " +c.c.).

These bec lattices are stable in  the
—v2/33u <(b—b,)/b, <30%/u.

(2) Rodlike hexagonal or triangular structures also ap-
pearing via a first-order-like transition (subcritical bifur-
cations), are described by the amplitude equation

range

b—b, ,
ToatAi= b —’4(q,'V)
(4

—3ud, (| 4;1*+23,.,14,1% , (25)

with §,j,k=1,...,3, q;+q;+q,=0, lq;|=¢,, and
o=3( A,-eiq" "+c.c.), and are stable in the range
—v2/15u <{(b —b,) /b, <v*/u.

(3) Wall structures corresponding to the spatial modu-
lations of the loop densities in one direction. They ap-
pear via a second-order-like transition, or supercritical
bifurcation, and are described by the following amplitude
equation:

b—b,
_Z—+4(qiv+ <P A—3udl4]* (26

T oa t A=
and are only stable in the range v2/3u <(b —b,)/b,.

In the present case, the interstitial production rate €, P
leads to an increase of the instability threshold, since
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B+e '’
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and may thus eventually suppress the transition.
On the other hand, as discussed in Ref. 12, the stability
region of bce microstructure is still shrinking with dose,

- or with time, since pz/ u remains proportional to (p$)”?,
which is decreasing with time. Hence, if the interstitial

production rate does not suppress the transition, the
three-dimensional (3D) bce microstructure still appears
as a transient state, and the planar wall structure remains
the final state of the microstructure in this evolution
model, as may be inferred from the dose dependence of
the bifurcation diagram as shown in Figs. 5-7. The evo-
lution of the critical wavelength with dose under ac-
celerator conditions is shown in Fig. 8. The wavelength
is normalized to that at the start of irradiation, where the
value can be found in Ref. 26. The wavelength is shown
to decrease as a function of irradiation dose. For exam-
ple, under annealed conditions the wavelength is reduced
to about one-third of its original value by a dose of 10
dpa.

VI. CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSION

We presented here a dynamical analysis of microstruc-
ture formation and evolution in irradiated metals and al-
loys based on the most complete set of kinetic equations
at hand for the description of interacting point (intersti-
tials and vacancies) and line defects (vacancy and intersti-
tial loops). A previous analysis!? along these lines was
based on a reaction-diffusion model taking into account
the basic elements of defect dynamics, namely, point de-
fect creation, recombination, and migration to micros-
tructures. In the present analysis, we furthermore explic-
itly considered direct loop production via cascades for

WALLS

FIG. 5. Stability surface for wall structures in the amplitude
(4), distance to threshold (m), and irradiation dose (d) space
(in reduced units: e.g., for annealed steel under reactor condi-
tions with K =10"¢ dpa/s, T=500°C, m =4 and d =1 corre-
spond to 0.1 dpa).
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bee

FIG. 6. Stability surface for bee structures in the amplitude
( A), distance to threshold (m), and irradiation dose (d) space
(in reduced units: e.g., for annealed steel under reactor condi-
tions with K =107¢ dpa/s, T=500°C, m =4 and d =1 corre-
sponds to 0.1 dpa). One sees that at fixed m the bee structure al-
ways becomes unstable versus wall structures at sufficiently high
dose.

both vacancy and interstitial loops. We also obtained a
compact formulation of the weakly nonlinear dynamics
close to the pattern-forming instability in the quasi-
steady-state approximation.

We showed that defect recombination does not affect
the long time evolution of the system, and hence, does
not affect the properties of the emerging microstructure.
On the other hand, direct interstitial loop production in-
creases the critical value of the bifurcation parameter and
tends to stabilize uniform defect distributions. The previ-
ous comparisons with experimental observations, namely,
the existence of clusters of cubic symmetry, > defect
walls, 2?2 as well as anisotropic arrangements of planar
aggregates of defects,72° are not qualitatively affected
in the present description. It is also confirmed that dom-
inant vacancy loop cascades are necessary for the forma-
tion of 3D periodic microstructure. In such cases (for ex-
ample, in stainless steel or nickel irradiated under typical
reactor conditions), the effective bifurcation parameter
still increases with time or irradiation dose, and, after an
initial phase where loop clustering should occur in the
form of bcc lattices, the system should finally reach a pla-
nar wall structure, even for isotropic defect mobilities.
These structures could then be in nonparallel orienta-
tions, i.e., with a structure different from the structure of
the host lattice. This behavior, which seems consistent
with many experimental observations, also occurs under
accelerator conditions, particularly for an initially an-
nealed microstructure. For heavily cold worked initial
microstructure, or dominant interstitial loop cascades,
the bifurcation parameter may not be able to reach the
instability threshold. However, since bee structures may
appear subcritically, 3D loop clustering could occur tran-
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sitorily, but the final defect distributions should be uni-
form.

Hence, since the symmetry of the defect structures is a
crucial issue in irradiated materials, the present discus-
sion shows that a careful study of the postbifurcation re-
gime is needed to test the relevance of particular kinetic
models to the interpretation of experimental observa-
tions. Furthermore, we emphasize here the importance
of performing systematic experimental studies on the

04 0.6 08 "

FIG. 7. Cuts in the stability surface of wall (upper curves)
and bee (lower curves) structures at increasing irradiation dose
(d), showing as in Figs. 5 and 6 that, at fixed m, the bee struc-
ture always becomes unstable versus wall structures at
sufficiently high dose.
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FIG. 8. Evolution of the reduced critical wavelength
(L =1/1y) with time (in reduced units) for cold worked (upper
curve) and annealed (lower curve) conditions. The values of /,
will depend on chosen parameters from Ref. 26.

temporal evolution of 3D periodic arrangements of defect
clusters.’! In the experimental investigations of Jaeger,
Ehrhart, and Schilling, a scenario similar to our predic-
tions is observed. Blocks or agglomerates of defect clus-
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ters along cubic axes were observed to disappear at
higher doses in favor of planar walls parallel to {110}
matrix planes in Cu and Ni, and up to a dose of 4 dpa.
No competing arrangement of higher stability than pla-
nar walls was observed. On the other hand, numerical
analysis of the kinetic model discussed here is also needed
to confirm and extend the results of the weakly nonlinear
analysis presented here. Significant progress may be ex-
pected in understanding, and predicting the effects of ma-
terials instabilities on the macroscopic behavior of driven
or degrading solids can be achieved, by the combination
of bifurcation analysis, amplitude equation description,
numerical simulations, and carefully devised experiments.
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APPENDIX A

Substitution of successive approximations to point de-
fect perturbations in terms of ascending powers of loop
density perturbations gives

_
8, = — L) (085 4o )+ [dk Pze) (P8P p18p1 )0 B0y -1 FP1BPr )
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. P(l—¢)
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or, in vectorial form

8x, = [5q5pq + [ akD,Dy8p,_i8p; + [ dk [ dk'D,DyDy8py—i8p—iprt * -+ | Ty s
where 8x, =(8x ,q,Sx ),

P(l—e¢) P(l—g,)—A
pdo 4

—1 —1
» D= -

,0;0,
AL Ig Ay,

q:

and 8p, =phop Vg +£?6P1q .
Since the matrix D, is diagonal, Eq. (A3) may be rewritten as

()
quzznZlfdk e fdkn—-qu,...,k Tqapq—k e 8py

n—1 n—1"

APPENDIX B

The difference between point defect perturbations can be written as

. [ ak P(l1—¢) 1+8B
-1 A A e
P(l—e¢,)—A 1

Ao Ay .
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n q’
with
_P(l1—¢) 14AB P(l—¢)—A

4 AO Alq AO AVq
and
i _P(—¢) 1+AB  Pll—g)—A 1
g -k, Ao Alq"'AIkn Ao AVq"'Aan

Hence, the linear part of the loop dynamics may be written as
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while its nonlinear part is given by
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( —1)"
I f diey -+ [k, T & 8pg_x, " Spy

[note that T\O'=T",; cf. (B3)].
Hence, the loop dynamics may be cast in the vectorial form,
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APPENDIX C

The stable modes 2, are expressed by an iterative solution in powers of o, and ¢, resulting in the following equa-
n—lq~ =
=1 9Pk, k., )OPk,

i=

(o3}

tion:
Z,e(— 17 [k [ dR, [N, ()00 g (N, ()0 D, T

1
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When (C1) is substituted in the kinetic equation for o', we obtain
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=o,(q)o,+ [ dk(N\(g.)upbo, i 0+ [ dki[(N (gD 1pd+(N1(g: Diaph 12g -k, 0%,
(C2)

- fdkl fdkz(ﬁz(‘h ))11(117(t)/)2¢7q—k,ffkl —k, Tk, -
Equation (C2) describes the slow mode dynamics governing the long time evolution of the system. When this reduction
of the dynamics, which is of course only valid in the vicinity of the instability, is performed up to the third order in the
(C3)

aq’s, we obtain
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This leads, in real space, to
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