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APPARATUS FOR STORING AND
DISINFECTING A FLUID

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to the following appli-
cation which is assigned to the same assignee as the present
application:

(1) “Food Storage Apparatus and Methods and Systems
for Monitoring a Food Item”, having U.S. Ser. No.
08/770,932, filed Dec. 19, 1996, now U.S. Pat. No.
5,798,694.

The subject matter of the above-identified related appli-

cation is hereby incorporated by reference into the disclo-
sure of this application.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to apparatus for disinfecting
a fluid using ultraviolet radiation.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The broad field of water treatment systems includes two
classes of equipment. A first class, referred to as point-of
entry equipment, treats water before distribution through a
community or a building. Point-of-entry equipment typically
utilizes microfiltration, chlorination, and/or ozonation tech-
nologies to remove and/or kill various contaminants in
water. A second class, referred to as point-of-use equipment,
treats water at a single tap in a building or the like without
regard to other taps in the building. Point-of-use equipment
is typically utilized to remove health contaminants (e.g.
lead) and aesthetic contaminants (e.g. sulfur) before dis-
pensing water via the tap.

The above-described water treatment systems have
become increasingly popular as more individuals become
aware of contaminants present in the water supply. However,
these systems are limited to utilization at a specific location
(e.g. at an individual’s place of residence), and hence are not
amenable to portable use.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is pointed out with particularity in the
appended claims. However, other features of the invention
may become more apparent and the invention may be best
understood by referring to the following detailed description
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of an
apparatus for storing and disinfecting a fluid;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of an
apparatus for disinfecting the fluid stored in the apparatus of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a battery-based embodiment
of the power source of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of another embodiment of the
power source of FIG. 2;

FIG. § is a block diagram of a solar embodiment of the
power source of FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a wind-up embodiment of the
power source of FIG. 2;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an embodiment of an
apparatus for storing and disinfecting a fluid having a battery
source, an external source, a solar source, and a wind-up
source of power;

FIG. 8 is an external view of a preferred embodiment of
an apparatus for storing and disinfecting a liquid; and
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FIG. 9 is a modified perspective view that illustrates an
approach to sensing ultraviolet light generated within a
container.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S)

Embodiments of the present invention advantageously
provide a portable apparatus having an ultraviolet source to
kill biological contaminants in a fluid. The apparatus is
amenable for storing, carrying, disinfecting, and dispensing
of a fluid for consumption by an individual either at home or
away from home. The embodiments thus provides a point-
of-consumption fluid treatment apparatus, which can be
utilized in conjunction with currently-available point-of-use
and point-of-entry systems if desired, to treat a fluid before
consumption by the individual. The portability of the appa-
ratus is beneficial for use in disinfecting water obtained from
sources away from home, such as from a public drinking
fountain, a hotel, or a place of work.

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of an apparatus for
storing and disinfecting a fluid 10. The apparatus comprises
a container 12 for containing the fluid 10. The container 12
is sized in accordance with an amount of fluid which is to be
stored and disinfected. Of particular interest are embodi-
ments of the present invention wherein the container 12 has
a capacity to store and disinfect up to one to two liters of
fluid.

The container 12 defines an opening 14 through which the
fluid 10 is dispensed into and removed from the container
12. A cap member 16 removable seals th e opening 14 of the
container 12. To secure the cap member 16 to the container
12, the cap member 16 can include a threading 18 which
engages with a mating threading 20 of the container 12. The
threading 18 and the mating threading 20 allow manual
securing and removing of the cap member 16 to/from the
container 12. It is noted that other means for securing the cap
member 16 to the container 12 can be utilized in alternative
embodiments of the present invention.

In a preferred embodiment, the container 12 at least
partially thermally insulates the fluid 10 from an exterior
environment 22 when the cap member 16 is secured. The
container 12 can include a vacuum bottle or the like to
provide the thermal insulation. As a result, a hot fluid can be
maintained at a hot temperature and a cold fluid can be
maintained at a cold temperature for a given time period
when stored in the container 12.

The apparatus further comprises an ultraviolet source 24
mounted to at least one of the container 12 and the cap
member 16. The ultraviolet source 24 emits ultraviolet
radiation to disinfect the fluid 10 contained in the container
12. The ultraviolet light acts to destroy genetic material of
various types of biological contaminants (e.g. bacteria and
viruses) to inhibit their reproduction. Preferably, the ultra-
violet source 24 produces germicidal ultraviolet light at a
wavelength of about 254 nanometers. The ultraviolet source
24 can include a mercury vapor lamp for this purpose.

In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the ultraviolet source 24 is
illustrated to be mounted to the cap member 16. It is noted,
however, that the ultraviolet source 24 can be alternatively
mounted to a portion of the container 12.

In preferred embodiments, the ultraviolet source 24
includes an ultraviolet lamp or an ultraviolet bulb which can
be powered by batteries. For example, a four-watt ultraviolet
lamp powerable by four AA batteries may be utilized. In an
exemplary embodiment, the ultraviolet source 24 requires
less than or equal to approximately 1 Watt of power to
illuminate.
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To enhance the disinfection process, the container 12 has
an inner surface 26 which is ultraviolet-reflecting and
ultraviolet-resistant. As a result, the inner surface 26 reflects
the ultraviolet radiation emitted by the ultraviolet source 24,
and hence, the disinfection of the fluid 10 is intensified.

Preferably, the container 12 and the cap member 16 are
sized for carrying by an individual. As a result, an individual
can carry a supply of disinfected fluid, such as water, for
his/her personal consumption throughout a day. To assist the
individual in carrying the apparatus, the container 12 option-
ally includes a handle 30 for gripping by the individual. A
base member 32 is located at a bottom portion of the
container 12 to allow the apparatus to rest on a flat surface,
such as a table top or the like, during storage and disinfec-
tion.

It is noted that embodiments of the present invention are
not limited to the form of the container 12 and the cap
member 16 illustrated in FIG. 1, and that various sizes,
shapes, and forms of containers and cap members can be
utilized.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of an
apparatus for disinfecting the fluid 10 stored in the container
12. In general, each of the components illustrated in FIG. 2
can be integrated into either the container 12 or the cap
member 16 of FIG. 1. As a result, numerous embodiments
of the present invention can be formulated based on all
possible two-set partitions of the components.

The apparatus includes a control circuit 40 in communi-
cation with the ultraviolet source 24. The control circuit 40
is operative to control a disinfect cycle by selectively
illuminating and attenuating or extinguishing the ultraviolet
source 24. It is noted that the term “illuminating” should be
construed to include both continuous illumination and
pulsed illumination of the ultraviolet source 24.

The control circuit 40 can have any of a variety of forms,
including digital circuit embodiments and analog circuit
embodiments. For example, the control circuit 40 can
include one or more discrete transistors, integrated circuits,
microprocessors, application-specific integrated circuits,
programmable logic arrays, and/or other integrated circuits
interconnected to provide the desired logic for controlling
the disinfect cycle. Regardless of its form, the control circuit
40 is integrated within at least one of the cap member 16 and
the container 12.

The apparatus further includes an input device 42 in
communication with the control circuit 40. The input device
42 is accessible by a user to control the disinfect cycle.
Using the input device 42, the user can initiate a disinfect
cycle, terminate the disinfect cycle, or modify a parameter of
the disinfect cycle.

The input device 42 can have any of a variety of forms,
including but not limited to one or more switches, one or
more buttons, a keypad, a knob, a dial, a touchpad, a
touchscreen, or any combination thereof. Regardless of its
form, the input device 42 is integrated with or mounted to
either the cap member 16, the container 12, or both. A
preferred location for integrating the input device 42 with
the container 12 is in a portion of the handle 30.

Various approaches can be utilized to control and/or
define a disinfect cycle. In one approach, the control circuit
40 is operative to illuminate the ultraviolet source 24 for a
predetermined time duration of the disinfect cycle. The
predetermined time duration can be fixed by the control
circuit 40, or can be user-adjustable via the input device 42.
Using this approach, a user would typically disinfect a fluid
by: (i) dispensing the fluid into the container 12 through the
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opening 14; (ii) sealing the opening 14 with the cap member
16; (iii) optionally, setting the predetermined time duration
using the input device 42; and (iv) initiating the disinfect
cycle using the input device 42. The apparatus would then
proceed to disinfect the fluid for the predetermined time
duration. Once the disinfect cycle has completed, the fluid
can be removed from the container 12, through the opening
14, for consumption by the user.

Another approach to controlling and/or defining a disin-
fect cycle utilizes a sensor 44 to sense a measure of quality
of the fluid. Preferably, the sensor 44 is mounted to the inner
surface 26 of the container 12, such as at the bottom of the
container 12 near the base 32.

The sensor 44 communicates the measure of quality of the
fluid to the control circuit 40. The control circuit 40 is
operative to terminate the disinfect cycle when the measure
of quality of the fluid satisfies a predetermined criterion,
such as when the quality of the fluid attains a desired value.
Here, a user would typically disinfect a fluid by: (i) dispens-
ing the fluid into the container 12 through the opening 14;
(ii) sealing the opening 14 with the cap member 16; (iii)
optionally, setting a desired measure of water quality using
the input device 42; and (iv) initiating the disinfect cycle
using the input device 42. The apparatus would then proceed
to disinfect the fluid until the quality of the fluid satisfies the
predetermined criterion. Thereafter, the fluid can be
removed from the container 12 for consumption by the user.

Regardless of the approach utilized to control the disinfect
cycle, it is preferred that the apparatus include an output
device 46 to provide an indication of the status of the
disinfect cycle to the user. The output device 46 is integrated
with or mounted to at least one of the cap member 16 and
the container 12. The output device 46 can be utilized to
provide an indication of an in-progress disinfect cycle, an
indication of a time remaining in the disinfect cycle, an
indication of the measure of quality of the fluid as sensed by
the sensor 44, and/or an indication of a completed disinfect
cycle.

Generally, the indication provided by the output device 46
can include an audible indication and/or a visual indication.
To provide an audible indication, the output device 46 can
comprise an audio output device such as a speaker, a
piezoelectric buzzer, or a like transducer in communication
with the control circuit 40. To provide a visual indication,
the output device 46 can comprise a light-emitting diode
(LED) display, a liquid crystal display (LCD), or a like
display element in communication with the control circuit
40.

Preferably, the output device 46 provides a visual indi-
cation of an in-progress disinfect cycle. Here, an LED or an
LCD element is activated to indicate to the user that the fluid
is being disinfected. It is further preferred that the output
device 46 provide a visual indication of either the time
remaining in the disinfect cycle or of the sensed quality of
the fluid. The time remaining or the sensed quality can be
indicated numerically using LED or LCD displays, or can be
indicated graphically using a bar graph type of display, for
example. Once the disinfect cycle has completed, a visual
indication and/or an audible indication alerts the user that
the fluid is suitable for consumption.

An additional feature which can be provided by the
control circuit 40 is to inhibit illumination of the ultraviolet
source 24 when the cap member 16 is removed from the
opening 14 of the container 12. Various techniques for
sensing when the cap member 16 is removed from the
container 12 can be utilized for this purpose. One approach
is provided in a subsequent description herein.
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A power source 50 is integrated into either the cap
member 16 or the container 12 to provide a source of power
for at least one of the control circuit 40, the input device 42,
the sensor 44, the output device 46, and the ultraviolet
source 24. Various embodiments of the power source 50 are
illustrated in FIGS. 3 to 6.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a battery-based embodiment
of the power source 50. In this embodiment, the power
source 50 includes at least two battery terminals 60 and 62
to couple at least one cell 64 to the components in the
apparatus. Here, either the cap member 16 or the container
12 includes a battery-receiving compartment to house the at
least one cell 64. The size and shape of the battery-receiving
compartment is selected based upon the type and the number
of cells utilized to power the apparatus. Examples of cells
which can be utilized to power the apparatus include, but are
not limited to, standard AAA, AA, C, D, and 9 Volt batteries.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of another embodiment of the
power source 50. In this embodiment, the power source 50
includes at least two terminals 70 and 72 for coupling the
components to an external power source 74. Here, for
example, the power source 50 can include an externally-
accessible jack for receiving a plug from an AC adapter.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a solar embodiment of the
power source 50. Here, the power source 50 includes at least
one solar cell 80 mounted to an exterior surface of either the
cap member 16, the container 12, or both. The at least one
solar cell 80 converts light energy to electrical current to
power the components in the apparatus.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a wind-up embodiment of the
power source 50. In this embodiment, the power source 50
includes a wind-up power source mechanism 82, such as an
adaptation of the wind-up mechanism utilized in the Free-
play Wind-Up Radio produced by Baygen. The wind-up
power source mechanism 82 has an externally-accessible
winding member 84, a spring 86 mechanically coupled to
the winding member 84, and an electrical generator 88
having a shaft mechanically coupled to the spring 86. The
spring 86 stores energy produced when the user winds the
winding member 84. The spring 86 releases the energy
stored therein in the form of rotational energy, which is
coupled to the shaft of the electrical generator 88. The
electrical generator 88 converts the rotational energy to
electrical energy which can be regulated and/or stored to
power the components in the apparatus.

It is noted that the power source S50 can include any
combination of the above-described power sources in FIGS.
3 to 6 to provide multiple powering means for the apparatus.
An external illustration of an embodiment of the apparatus
having embodiments of all of the above-described power
sources is given in FIG. 7.

FIG. 7 illustrates an embodiment of an apparatus for
storing and disinfecting a fluid having a battery source 90,
an external source 92, a solar source 94, and a wind-up
source 96 of power. The battery source 90 includes a pair of
batteries 98 housed in a battery-receiving compartment 100.
A panel 102 secures the batteries 98 within the battery-
receiving compartment 100. When within the battery-
receiving compartment 100, the batteries 98 contact battery
terminals (not specifically illustrated) to provide power to
the apparatus.

The external source 92 includes an externally-accessible
jack 104 mounted to either the cap member 16 or the
container 12. The externally-accessible jack 104 receives a
plug 106 from an AC adapter to provide power to the
apparatus.
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The solar source 94 includes a solar panel mounted to an
external surface of either the cap member 16 or the container
12.

The wind-up source 96 is preferably located near the base
32 of the container 12. In one embodiment, the wind-up
source 96 is wound by rotating a portion of the base 32 with
respect to a main body 108 of the container 12.

To interconnect components and/or power sources
between the cap member 16 and the container 12, the cap
member 16 includes at least two electrical contacts 110
which contact at least two mating contacts 112 of the
container 12 when the cap member 16 is secured to the
container 12. The at least two electrical contacts 110 are
coupled to any of the components and/or power sources
integrated with the cap member 16, while the at least two
mating contacts 112 are coupled to any of the components
and/or power sources integrated with the container 12. It is
noted that other means, e.g. a wireless receiver and wireless
transmitter, can be utilized so that components and/or power
sources integrated with the cap member 16 can communi-
cate with components and/or power sources integrated with
the container 12.

FIG. 8 is an external view of a preferred embodiment of
an apparatus for storing and disinfecting a liquid. In this
embodiment, a cap member 120 houses a control circuit (not
specifically illustrated), an ultraviolet source (not specifi-
cally illustrated) responsive to the control circuit, and a
battery-receiving compartment to house a battery for pow-
ering the apparatus. Integrated with an exterior surface of the
cap member 120 are: a button 122 coupled to the control
circuit to initiate and inhibit illumination of the ultraviolet
source; a numeric display device 124 to display either an
amount of time remaining in a disinfect cycle or a measure
of quality of the fluid; and an audio output device 126 which
produces an audible indication when the disinfect cycle has
completed.

A water quality sensor (not specifically illustrated) is
located within a container 128 to sense the quality of the
fluid therein. A signal indicative of the quality is commu-
nicated to the control circuit in the cap member 120 via
electrical contacts 130 and mating contacts 132. The control
circuit senses that the cap member 120 has been removed
from the container 128 when an open circuit is sensed
between the electrical contacts 130. At this time, the control
circuit inhibits illumination of the ultraviolet source.

FIG. 9 is an illustration of an approach to sensing the
ultraviolet light generated within a container 140. A plug 142
is disposed within a plug-receiving cavity defined by the
container 140. The plug 142 houses an ultraviolet-sensitive
material 144 that senses an amount of ultraviolet light
generated within the container 140. Preferably, the plug 142
is located near a portion of container 140 where an inner
surface 146 is transparent to ultraviolet light. In one
embodiment, the ultraviolet-sensitive material 144 changes
color or intensity when subjected to ultraviolet light. Here,
the status of the disinfection process can be determined by
removing the plug 142 and viewing the color or intensity of
the ultraviolet-sensitive material 144. Alternatively, the
ultraviolet-sensitive material 144 can produce an electrical
signal representative of a measure of the ultraviolet light
generated within the container 140. Here, for example, the
plug 142 can include an ultraviolet-sensitive photo cell and
a readout device coupled thereto to provide a reading of the
ultraviolet light generated within the container 140.

Thus, there has been described herein several embodi-
ments including preferred embodiments of a portable fluid
disinfection apparatus.
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Because the various embodiments of the present invention
provide a portable apparatus for disinfecting a fluid, they
provide a significant benefit in allowing an individual to
store, carry, disinfect, and dispense a fluid for his/her con-
sumption.

Additionally, the various embodiments of the present
invention as herein-described can include a wind-up source
and/or a solar source for powering the apparatus without
requiring batteries or external AC power. This further pro-
motes the portability of the apparatus for use in hiking and
camping applications.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that the
disclosed invention may be modified in numerous ways and
may assume many embodiments other than the preferred
forms specifically set out and described above.

Accordingly, it is intended by the appended claims to
cover all modifications of the invention which fall within the
true spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for storing and disinfecting a fluid, the
apparatus comprising:

a container for containing the fluid, the container having

an opening therein;

a cap member which removably seals the opening of the

container;

an ultraviolet source for emitting radiation to disinfect the

fluid; and

a wind-up source for powering the ultraviolet source,

wherein the ultraviolet source is mounted to the cap
member, and the cap member having at least two
electrical contacts in electrical communication with the
ultraviolet source, and the container also having two
electrical contacts in electrical communication with the
wind-up source, and the at least electrical contacts of
the cap member respectively mate with the at least two
electrical contacts of the container when the cap mem-
ber is coupled to the container.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a control
circuit operative to control a disinfect cycle of the ultraviolet
source.

3. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising an output
device in communication with the control circuit to provide
an indication of a status of the disinfect cycle.

4. A The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the output device
provides one of an indication of a time remaining in the
disinfect cycle, an indication of a completed disinfect cycle,
and an indication of an in-progress disinfect cycle.

5. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the indication
includes one of an audible indication and a visual indication.

6. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the control circuit is
operative to inhibit illumination of the ultraviolet source
when the cap is removed from the container.

7. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the control circuit is
operative to illuminate the ultraviolet source for a predeter-
mined time duration.

8. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising a sensor
coupled to the container to sense a measure of quality of the
fluid.

9. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the container is sized
for carrying by an individual and wherein the ultraviolet
source emits ultraviolet radiation to disinfect the fluid con-
tained in the container.
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10. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the fluid is received
by and dispensed from the container via the opening.

11. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the container at least
partially thermally insulates the fluid from an exterior envi-
ronment.

12. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the container has an
inner surface which is ultraviolet-reflecting.

13. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the container has a
body and a base, and wherein the base is rotatable with
respect to the body to wind the wind-up source.

14. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the container has a
capacity less than or equal to 2 liters.

15. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:

a plug disposed within a plug-receiving cavity defined by
the container, the plug housing an ultraviolet-sensitive
material which visibly changes when subjected to ultra-
violet radiation.

16. An apparatus for containing and disinfecting a fluid,

the apparatus comprising:

a container for containing the fluid, the container having
an opening therein, the container defining a plug-
receiving cavity;

a cap member which removably seals the opening of the
container;

an ultraviolet source for emitting radiation to disinfect the
fluid; and

a plug disposed within the plug-receiving cavity defined
by the container, the plug housing an ultraviolet-
sensitive material which visibly changes when sub-
jected to ultraviolet radiation and a wind-up source for
powering the ultraviolet source, is located at the base of
the container and is wound by rotating the base of the
container with respect to the body of the container,
wherein the ultraviolet source is mounted to the cap
member, and the cap member having at least two
electrical contacts in electrical communication with the
ultraviolet source, and the container also having two
electrical contacts in electrical communication with the
wind-up source, and the at least electrical contacts of
the cap member respectively mate with the at least two
electrical contacts of the container when the cap mem-
ber is coupled to the container.

17. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the ultraviolet-
sensitive material is externally viewable by removing the
plug from the plug-receiving cavity.

18. An apparatus for storing and disinfecting a fluid, the
apparatus comprising:

a container sized for carrying by an individual, the con-
tainer for holding fluid to be disinfected and at least
partially thermally-insulating the fluid from an external
environment, the container having an ultraviolet-
reflecting inner surface, a body, and a base which is
rotatable with respect to the body, the container having
at least two electrical contacts;

a cap member detachedly coupled to the container, the cap
member having at least two electrical contacts which
respectively mate with the at least two electrical con-
tacts of the container when the cap member is coupled
to the container;

an ultraviolet source for emitting radiation to disinfect the
fluid mounted to the cap member and in electrical
communication with the at least two electrical contacts
of the cap member;

a control circuit integrated with at least one of the cap
member and the container, the control circuit operative
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to control the ultraviolet source to disinfect fluid in the
container during a disinfect cycle;

an output device mounted to at least one of the cap
member and the container, the output device in com-
munication with the control circuit to provide an indi-
cation of a status of the disinfect cycle; and
a wind-up source for powering the ultraviolet source and
the control circuit, the wind-up source in electrical
communication with the at least two electrical contacts
of the container, the wind-up source located at the base
of the container, wherein the wind-up source is wound
by rotating the base of the container with respect to the
body of the container.
19. The apparatus of claim 18 wherein the control circuit
is operative to illuminate the ultraviolet source for a prede-

10

10
termined time duration in the disinfect cycle, and wherein
the output device provides an indication of a time remaining
in the disinfect cycle.

20. The apparatus of claim 18 further comprising a sensor
to sense a measure of quality of the fluid, the sensor mounted
to the inner surface of the container, the sensor in commu-
nication with the control circuit to terminate the disinfect
cycle when the measure of quality of the fluid attains a
predetermined criterion.

21. The apparatus of claim 19 wherein the container has
a capacity less than or equal to 2 liters.



